
March	29,	2017	

Dear	Senator,	

We	write	on	behalf	of	millions	of	members	and	supporters	to	urge	you	to	oppose	the	nomination	of	
Jeffrey	A.	Rosen	for	Deputy	Secretary	of	the	Department	of	Transportation.	Rosen	has	a	long	record	
of	opposing	critical	protections	for	Americans’	health,	safety,	and	finances,	and	particularly	
safeguards	within	the	jurisdiction	of	the	Department	of	Transportation.	

Rosen	and	his	firm	have	represented	companies	and	industry	groups	that	have	strong	anti‐
regulatory	agendas	before	the	Department	of	Transportation,	including	the	Alliance	of	Automobile	
Manufacturers,1	the	U.S.	Chamber	of	Commerce,2	and	Airlines	for	America,	a	group	that	has	worked	
to	privatize	air	traffic	control.3	His	record	shows	that	his	views	are	closely	aligned	with	theirs,	and	
against	the	interests	of	American	families.	

In	2005	testimony,	Rosen	explained	that	he	had	“overall	supervision	of	the	entire	regulatory	
process”	as	general	counsel	to	the	Department	of	Transportation,4	and	he	boasted	that	he	helped	
terminate	or	withdraw	180	potential	rulemakings	in	that	role.5	When	the	agency	produced	rules	
during	his	tenure,	they	often	benefited	industry	rather	than	consumers.	For	example,	one	rule	by	
the	National	Highway	Traffic	Safety	Administration	(NHTSA)	immunized	automobile	manufacturers	
from	liability	for	deaths	and	injuries	caused	by	weak	vehicle	roofs	while	doing	little	to	improve	
safety.6	

In	private	practice,	Rosen	represented	the	U.S.	Chamber	of	Commerce	in	challenging	tailpipe	
pollution	rules	written	by	the	Environmental	Protection	Agency	(EPA),	which	are	closely	related	to	
NTHSA’s	fuel	economy	rules,	and	challenging	EPA’s	finding	that	greenhouse	gases	from	motor	
vehicles	endanger	human	health	and	welfare	by	contributing	to	climate	change.7	In	essence,	Rosen	
and	other	industry	lawyers	attempted	to	put	the	EPA’s	analysis	of	climate	science	on	trial.	They	
were	roundly	rejected.8	

Rosen	also	engaged	in	science‐defying	foot‐dragging	over	greenhouse	gas	pollution	while	serving	as	
general	counsel	to	the	Office	of	Management	and	Budget.	In	one	episode,	he	asked	three	times	for	
memoranda	explaining	why	carbon	dioxide	molecules	emitted	from	motor	vehicles	are	different	
from	those	emitted	from	power	plants.	There	is	no	difference,	but	Rosen	sought	to	find	one	in	order	
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to	limit	federal	agencies’	responsibility	to	write	rules	curbing	carbon	pollution	in	the	wake	of	the	
Supreme	Court’s	ruling	that	carbon	dioxide	is	a	pollutant	under	the	Clean	Air	Act.9	

In	addition	to	siding	with	industry	on	countless	specific	matters	within	the	Department	of	
Transportation’s	jurisdiction,	Rosen	projects	a	general	hostility	to	public	safeguards.	He	has	
repeated	outlandish,	debunked	industry	talking	points	on	the	purported	cost	of	safeguards,	
including	the	self‐refuting	claim	that	federal	rules	cost	Americans	$1.75	trillion	each	year,	or	
$15,000	per	family.10	In	truth,	federal	regulations	are	extraordinarily	beneficial,	providing	net	
benefits	of	billions	of	dollars	annually.11	

At	the	Office	of	Management	and	Budget,	Rosen	advocated	a	George	W.	Bush	executive	order	that	
placed	a	political	appointee	in	each	agency	to	serve	as	a	gatekeeper	for	new	rules	and	guidance	
documents.12	And	he	has	publicly	supported	two	pieces	of	legislation,	the	Regulations	from	the	
Executive	in	Need	of	Scrutiny	(REINS)	Act	and	the	Regulatory	Accountability	Act,13	which	would	
virtually	shut	down	the	regulatory	process.	

Placing	Jeffrey	A.	Rosen	in	charge	of	day‐to‐day	operations	at	the	Department	of	Transportation	
would	be	disastrous	for	American	families,	who	under	his	regime	would	face	higher	risks	on	the	
road	and	in	the	air,	more	limits	on	their	access	to	the	courts,	and	irrevocable	harm	to	their	natural	
environment.	

We	urge	you	to	oppose	his	nomination	vigorously.	

Sincerely,	

Alaska	Wilderness	League	

Americans	for	Transit	

Center	for	Auto	Safety	
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National	Center	for	Lesbian	Rights	
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PolicyLink	

Public	Advocates	Inc.	

Public	Citizen	

Renew	Missouri	

Safe	Climate	Campaign		

Sierra	Club	

Southern	Oregon	Climate	Action	Now	
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The	Clean	Power	Campaign	

Trauma	Foundation	

Union	of	Concerned	Scientists	

Voces	Verdes	

Cosa	Bullock	

Lori	Cameron	

Lisa	Daniel	

Susan	Nedell	


