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The Coalition for Clean Air 

protects public health,  

improves air quality, and 

prevents climate change.   

www.ccair.org
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to the Coalition for Clean Air’s 8th annual Toast to Clearing the 
Air! We are honored and excited to host tonight’s featured 
guests, Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia and California Air 
Resources Board Chair Mary Nichols, two of California’s most 
important air quality and climate leaders. We are also thrilled 
that you are here tonight along with our other guests. Your 
support buoys our hopes of realizing our vision of a clean air 
future in California.

We look forward to hearing from Assemblymember Garcia and 
learning the inside story about his decision to team up with 
Senator Fran Pavley last year to pass SB 32 and AB 197, which 
set aggressive new greenhouse gas emission reduction goals 
while establishing new transparency and accountability policies 
to help ensure that California’s disadvantaged communities 
are protected and benefit while we proceed with our climate 
protection efforts.

Three-time CCA California Air Quality Award recipient Mary 
Nichols continues at the helm implementing our state’s many 
air quality and greenhouse gas reduction laws. We observe in 
awe as she juggles countless important priorities, from global 
leadership on climate policy decisions to clean car regulations, 
State Implementation Plans, and more. Her words of wisdom 
are always appreciated. When she talks, we listen.

The Coalition for Clean Air has worked for 46 years to achieve 
clean air for California. We’ve made great progress thanks 
to our partnerships with champions like Assemblymember 
Garcia and Chair Nichols. Events like this provide cherished 
opportunities to learn more – not only about their policy goals 
but also about their personal stories and motivations. 

Thank you – speakers, dignitaries, sponsors, and guests – for 
your participation and support.  A special thanks to our great 
staff and Board of Directors, who have helped to make CCA 
California’s most effective and respected clean air advocate.

Please join me in raising a glass to clean air!

Joseph K. Lyou, Ph.D.
President & CEO

Welcome



4

Thank
You

PRESENTING 
SPONSORS

Bay Area Air Quality Management District
Blue Shield of California
Perkins + Will
Skanska

SILVER 
SPONSORS

California Electric Transportation Coalition
California Strategies, LLC
Cummins Westport, Inc.
Lyft
Paul Hastings & Peter Weiner
Sacramento Air Quality Management District
Sacramento Municipal Utilities District

BRONZE 
SPONSORS

BYD
Clean Energy Fuels

GOLD 
SPONSORS
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Speakers
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Mary D.  Nichols, J.D., was reappointed Chairman 
of the California Air Resources Board by 
Governor Jerry Brown in January 2011, a post 
she previously held under Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger from 2007 to 2010 and under 
Governor Brown (during his first tenure) from 
1979 to 1983.  At ARB she is responsible for 
implementing California’s landmark greenhouse 
gas emissions legislation as well as setting air 
pollution standards for motor vehicles, fuels 
and consumer products.  After graduating 
from Cornell University and Yale Law School, 
Ms. Nichols practiced environmental law 
in Los Angeles, bringing cases on behalf of 
environmental and public health organizations 
to enforce state and federal clean air legislation.  
President Clinton appointed her to head the 
Office of Air and Radiation at U.S. EPA, where 
she was responsible for, among many other 
regulatory breakthroughs, the acid rain trading 
program and setting the first air quality standard 
for fine particles.  She also served as California’s 
Secretary for Natural Resources from 1999 
to 2003.  Prior to her return to the ARB, Ms. 
Nichols was Professor of Law and Director of the 
Institute of the Environment at UCLA.

Mary D. Nichols 
Chairman,  
California Air 
Resources Board

Eduardo Garcia 
California Assembly 
Member, California Air 
Resources Board

Eduardo Garcia proudly represents California’s 
56th Assembly District, which includes cities and 
unincorporated communities in eastern Riverside 
County and Imperial County. He is a proud father, 
husband and life-long resident of the Coachella 
Valley. Elected in 2014, Garcia is the current 
chair of Water, Parks and Wildlife and serves on 
the Assembly Committees on Appropriations, 
Communications and Conveyance, Governmental 
Organization and Utilities and Energy. In 2016, 
Assemblymember Garcia had over two dozen 
bills and resolutions signed by Governor Brown. 
Included in this string of success was SB 32 and 
AB 197, the historic climate change package that 
established landmark state emission reduction 
mandate, boosted oversight and transparency 
of the Air Resources Board while constructing 
the framework to ensure future climate policies 
prioritize investments into disadvantaged 
communities that are most affected by pollution. 
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Staff

Dr. Joseph K. Lyou
President  & CEO

Nick Burant

Nidia Erceg

Shrayas Jatkar

Fabiola Lao

Bill Magavern

Brian Sheridan

Karin Volpp-Gardela

Todd Campbell 
Board Chair

Tonia Reyes Uranga 
Vice Chair

Tom Epstein 
Secretary

George Minter 
Treasurer

Ed Begley, Jr. 
Member

Virginia Field 
Member

Josh LaFarga 
Member

Betty Lieu 
Member

Ron Loveridge 
Member

Bruce MacRae 
Member

Bruce D. Melgar 
Member

David Meisel 
Member

Erik Neandross 
Member

Felix Oduyemi 
Member

Gary Polakovic 
Member

Alex Spataru 
Member

Peter Weiner 
Member

Board of 
Directors
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Speakers
Dr. Joseph K. Lyou has held the position 
of Governor’s appointee on the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District 
Board since 2007. Dr. Lyou also serves 
as President & CEO of the Coalition for 
Clean Air. Prior to his work at CCA, he 
founded the California Environmental 
Rights Alliance, a public interest group 
dedicated to working on environmental 
justice issues. Dr. Lyou has spent 25 years 
helping community groups and concerned 
individuals with environmental protection 
issues, including air and water pollution, 
the clean-up of contaminated sites, and 
environmental justice. He received his Ph.D. 
from the University of California, Santa Cruz 
in 1990.

Dr. Joseph K. Lyou 
President & CEO, 
Coalition for Clean Air

Bill Magavern 
Policy Director,  
Coalition for Clean Air

Bill Magavern joined CCA in 2012 and 
serves as Policy Director, based in 
Sacramento. He has authored numerous 
reports and articles on energy and 
environmental issues, and testifies 
frequently before the State Legislature, 
Air Resources Board, and other agencies. 
An environmental advocate since 1988, 
Magavern worked as Staff Attorney for 
the U.S. Public Interest Research Group, 
Director of Public Citizen’s Critical Mass 
Energy Project, Sacramento Director of the 
Committee to Bridge the Gap, and Director 
of Sierra Club California. Bill received 
his A.B in American Civilization, magna 
cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, from Brown 
University and his J.D. magna cum laude, 
from the State University of New York at 
Buffalo Law School.
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What We Do
Coalition for Clean Air (CCA) is dedicated to restoring clean, healthy 
air to California by advocating for effective public policy and practical 
business solutions.

Our unique collaborative model brings all interested parties together to 
find cooperative solutions to California’s most pressing air quality issues.

Despite our many victories, our work is not done. Nine out of ten 
Californians breathe air that violate federal health standards. We look 
forward to the day no one has to breathe dirty, polluted air.

Recent Victories
Your support makes our work possible. Together we recently 
accomplished the following clean air goals:

•	 Conceived and led a campaign to pass AB 1550 (Gomez, 2016), which 
ensures climate investments benefit disadvantaged communities. 

•	 Established CLEAR, a network of air quality monitors that make air 
quality personal by showing it at the neighborhood scale in real time. 

•	 Led a multi-year campaign with our partners that resulted in 
Governor Brown issuing the Executive Order on Freight (2015), 
which will transition California to adopt zero and near-zero emission 
technologies in the freight sector. 

•	 Conceived and led a multi-year campaign to pass SB 535 (De León, 
2012), which requires charges on major greenhouse gas polluters 
to be invested in clean energy and transportation programs for the 
communities most damaged by pollution and poverty.

•	 Co-sponsored SB 1275 (De León, 2014) which established the Charge 
Ahead California Initiative to put one million electric vehicles on 
California roads and ensure that low-income Californians benefit 
equally from the transition to a clean transportation sector.

“I have supported CCA for more than 20 years, simply because they 
achieve clean air for our state through fast and effective solutions.

— �Ed Begley Jr., environmental activist, actor and CCA board member

8
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years of
excellence

CCA is California’s only statewide nonprofit dedicated 
exclusively to advocating for healthy air.

more 
than 45

Put one million electric cars on California roads 
within the next ten years

Assure that California makes climate investments 
that benefit disadvantaged communities

Usher in a new zero-emission future at our ports 
and throughout the goods movement chain

Train and educate the next generation about  
air quality

Looking Forward

9

California’s Climate Crisis 
Combating climate change and its effects on those who 
suffer from air pollution

Ports & Freight Transport 
Cleaning up the ships, trucks and trains that bring goods to 
California and the nation

Driving Clean Transportation 
Advancing the cars, trucks, trains, planes and buses 
Californians use every day

General Air Advocacy 
Regulating air toxics, and other pollution sources at the local, 
state and federal levels

Areas of Work
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www.CleanEnergyFuels.com

PLANS, PORTS AND CLIMATE CHALLENGES.

FOR THEIR RELENTLESS LEADERSHIP
OUR HATS ARE OFF TO CCA

ON AIR QUALITY ISSUES TOUCHING
CALIFORNIA’S CLEAN AIR
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BUILDING A  
SUSTAINABLE  
FUTURE
 A partnership committed to  
 delivering healthier environments 

Riverside Community Hospital / Riverside, California
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T h e  B a y  A r e a  A i r  Q u a l i t y  M a n a g e m e n t  D i s t r i c t  i s  p r o u d  t o 

s p o n s o r  t h e  8 t h  A n n u a l  To a s t  f o r  C l e a n  A i r
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Here’s to a  
healthier California

We salute the continuing efforts of

Coalition for Clean Air 

blueshieldca.com

©
20
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WE CONGRATULATE THE 

COALITION  
FOR CLEAN AIR  

FOR THEIR ONGOING EFFORTS  
TO PROTECT  

CALIFORNIA’S ENVIRONMENT

The CALIFORNIA ELECTRIC TRANSPORTATION 
COALITION is a non-profit association 

working to grow our economy, reduce 
greenhouse gases and air pollution 
through the development and use of 

electric transportation

THE MEMBERS OF CALETC INCLUDE:  
UTILITIES, AUTO MAKERS, GOOD AND PEOPLE MOVEMENT 

TECHNOLOGY PRODUCERS, AND INFRASTRUCTURE PROVIDERS.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
For additional information, please contact:

Eileen Wenger Tutt, Executive Director
California Electric Transportation Coalition

1015 K Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814
P (916) 551-1943    E eileen@caletc.com

CCAprogad-1602.indd   1 2/25/16   3:12 PM
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20170217_Coalition_for_Clean_Air.pdf   1   2/16/17   12:34 PM

The ISL G Near Zero natural gas engine meets 
California near zero emission levels, with a 90% 
reduction in NOx versus the 2010 EPA standard, 
and 15% less greenhouse gas emissions. Fuelling 
with renewable natural gas (RNG) offers even greater 
greenhouse gas reductions. Available for new transit 
and truck applications, as well as repowers of existing 
vehicles, the ISL G Near Zero offers the lowest cost 
Near Zero emissions technology option today.

Get Closer to Zero

Find out more at cumminswestport.com

with renewable natural gas (RNG) offers even greater 

and truck applications, as well as repowers of existing 

Get Closer to Zero
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& PETER WEINER

Salute the work of the

Coalition for Clean Air

Download the FREE Sacramento 
Region Air Quality app to get 

the air quality forecast.

KNOW WHAT YOU’RE BREATHING.

SpareTheAir Scooter

AQMD

SacramentoAQMD

S a c r a m e n t o  R e g i o n

AirQuality.org SpareTheAir.com
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910 K Street, Suite 300 * Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 448-1015 * Fax: (916) 448-7176 

http://ecoconsult.biz/ 
 

Ecoconsult is a full-service government affairs, political strategy and 
environmental advocacy firm located in downtown Sacramento, 
California.  Our preferred modus operandi is collaboration.  Success 
to us is ensuring meaningful results for our clients – working closely 
with our existing strategic partners in the State, and building 
foundations for future coalitions and partnerships. 

 

Let’s power a
cleaner, greener tomorrow.

Learn about our programs and services at smud.org

©
G
A
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b
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Powering forward. Together.
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Clean Air Leadership Award: 
William + Flora Hewlett Foundation

Corporate Leadership Award: 
BYD

Leadership in Government: 
Antelope Valley Transit Authority

Corporate Leadership Award: 
CR&R Environmental Services

www.ccair.org/events

The Center at Cathedral Plaza
555 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Please join us on  
June 9, 2017 in Los Angeles for the

California Air Quality
Awards to honor
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Edison International is proud to sponsor the 
Coalition for Clean Air

2017 Toast to Clearing the Air

Together
We Have the Power To Keep the Future Bright

LIFE. POWERED BY EDISON.
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CleanerAirAhead.org
#cleanerairahead

© 2016 Southern California Gas Company. Trademarks are property of their respective owners. All rights reserved. N16B0021A

WE CAN IMPROVE
THE ENVIRONMENT

AND PUBLIC HEALTH

TOMORROW

IF WE CONVERT 
DIESEL TRUCK ENGINES 

TO NATURAL GAS  

TODAY 



Our work will be done when  

every breath you take in California  

is a healthy one. 

Help put us out of business by 2050.

Donate Today!


